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POLS 378

POLITICAL ISLAM

Department of Political Science
Northern Illinois University
Fall 2017

Lectures: M/W 2-3.15
Room: DU459

Instructor: Professor Kikue Hamayotsu
Office: Zulauf Hall 404
Office Hours: M 12-2/W 1-2
E-mail: khamayotsu@niu.edu

Teaching Assistant: Eunji Won
Office: DU476
Office Hours: M1-2/T12-2
E-mail: ewon1@niu.edu

Tel: 815-753-1011 (Emergency only)

Course Description:
Welcome to my course, Political Islam. In the context of the post-9/11 political
developments, both at home and abroad, and the growing numbers of immigrants from
various cultural and religious backgrounds in the Western and European nations, our
interactions with – and interest in – Islam and the Muslim world have grown immensely.
However, many issues and questions about them are still poorly understood. Why do
Muslim-majority states tend to be authoritarian and seem to be unable to make democracy
work? Does Islam really encourage violence against nonbelievers? How does religion and
politics interact in Muslim-majority states in comparison with other secular states? Who are
the Muslim Brotherhoods? Why are they so popular and politically successful in the Arab
nations? Why do militaries not like them? Will our liberal democratic model – and
secularism in particular – be practical and ideal for Muslim-majority states in order to
achieve more peaceful social and political order?
This course addresses and explores these contentious questions from a comparative
perspective in order to achieve three primary goals. First, students will learn broader issues
of politics and religion. Against the conventional wisdom in the orthodox liberal democratic
model and thought, secularism, and separation between state and church in particular, is not
the norm or rule in many parts of the developing (especially Muslim) world, as well as
advanced democracies including Europe. By taking some prominent country examples, we
comparatively scrutinize various patterns of state-religion relations. In doing so, the course
will allow students to learn and evaluate unique institutions, practices, rules and norms that
have been established in other parts of the world. Second, students will learn a variety of
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political activism, phenomena, and transformations across Muslim-majority states. Media
and policy-makers tend to draw more attention to sensational behaviors (e.g., jihadism,
suicide bombing) and catastrophic events (e.g., revolution, coup, civil war) in those states.
Although we will look into the underlying causes and contexts against which such
behaviors and events occur as well, the course will allow students to study a wider scope of
political events, actions and organizations that are as equally important in Muslim societies.
The topics which students will study include: democracy and religion, religious movements
and civil society, religious parties and elections, revolutions, theocracy and secularism,
religious minorities, freedom and multiculturalism, and gender and women’s rights. Third,
through studying those topics, the course will allow students to gain a better empirical
understanding of various foreign states and societies. The country cases selected to this end
include (in alphabetical order): Bangladesh, Egypt, France, Indonesia, Iran, Libya,
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey, the UK, and the US. The list is long but not
exhaustive or exclusive. Students are encouraged to elect and study more closely some of
the country cases of their preference through course assignments and lectures.
Lastly, the course invites speakers to class, and shows a number of visual materials such as
documentaries and international news to facilitate students to gain a deeper understanding
of the complex social and political issues and questions mentioned above. Students are not
only required to complete assignments but also strongly encouraged to actively participate
in class discussion to develop critical and analytical thinking.
Course Schedule:
Week 1 (Aug 28/30)

Introduction: What is Political Islam?

Week 2 (Sept 4/6)
Week 3 (Sept 11/13)

08/30 – NO CLASS – Instructor attending APSA
Approaches to Political Islam: Origins and Expansion
Popular Islam: Religious Fundamentalism and Activism

Week 4 (Sept 18/20)
Week 5 (Sept 25/27)
Week 6 (Oct 2/4)
Week 7 (Oct 9/11)
Week 8 (Oct 16/18)
Week 9 (Oct 23/25)
Week 10 (Oct 30/Nov 1)
Week 11 (Nov 6/8)
Week 12 (Nov 13/15)

Political Islam and State: State-Religion Relations
Democracy and Religion 1
Democracy and Religion 2
Mid-Term Review (10/09)/Exam (10/11)
Religious Parties and Elections
Arab Spring
Muslim Minorities in Secular Democracies
Religious Radicalism and Violence
Religious Minorities in Muslim-Majority States
-2-

POLS 378 POLITICAL ISLAM (updated on 08/27/17)
Week 13 (Nov 20/22)

Thanksgiving Holidays

Week 14 (Nov 27/29)
Week 15 (Dec 4/6)
December 11

Islam and Human Right
Review/Catch-up
Final Exam

**Term Paper Due (Dec 4)**

Textbooks for Purchase
All the books are ordered and available at the NIU Book Store. Students should at least
obtain the required text book. Additionally, they are recommended to select and read any
one (or more) of the recommended books for reference in order to complete a term paper
assignment depending on their selection of case studies (see 5 in Course Requirement). All
the books are also reserved in the reserve section at the NIU library so that students could
borrow them for a limited time in order to complete their assignments. Students are free to
look for an alternative outlet (e.g., Amazon) to purchase them according to their needs and
budget. All the other assigned readings are available on line in the E-reserve section on
Blackboard.
Required Textbook:
Kepel, Gilles. 2003. Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam. Translated by A. F. Robert.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
Recommended Textbooks:
Roy, Olivier. 2004. Globalized Islam: The search for a new ummah. New York: Columbia
University Press.
Wiktorowicz, Quintan, ed. 2004. Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press (various country case studies).

Course Requirements:
1. Class Attendance (10%)
a.
Students are required to attend all the classes. More than three consecutive
unexcused absences will jeopardize your entire Class Attendance grade. The
instructor reserves full discretion to decide students’ final grade. Please notify
and provide credible supporting document to your TA in advance if you must
miss a class.
b.
Class attendance is evaluated as follow (# of missed classes without an excuse):
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10% (0-2); 9% (3-4); 8% (5-6); 7% (7-8); 0% (9 and more).
c.

d.

You are expected to participate actively in class discussions. If you make a
significant point to contribute to class discussion, you will be given a point
equivalent of a class attendance added to your Class Attendance grade.
If you are deemed to be causing a disturbance to class, you will lose a point
equivalent of a class attendance from your Class Attendance grade.

2. Readings:
a.
All the sections are assigned with required readings and recommended readings.
b.

Students are expected to come to class having read all the required readings.
Recommended readings are to help students to write an essay assignment (see 5
in Course Requirements below).

c.

Students are expected to do all the required readings and actively participate in
class discussion. It is important to approach the readings with the following
questions in mind: (a) what is the central issue/debate? (b) what is the main
argument/point? (c) what is the evidence for the argument? (d) what are the
problems with the argument? (e) can you think of counterarguments or
alternative perspective? Students should also address these questions in writing
as well as in assignments.

d.

Both required and recommended readings are available (in alphabetical order) in
the E-reserve on Blackboard. Please make sure to refer to the required reading
list in Course Outline below before reading them.

3. Quizzes (2% x 5 = 10%)
a.
A handful (4-5) of brief quizzes will be given every 3-4 week throughout the
semester. They will focus on the required readings. The purpose of this
component of the evaluation is to encourage the students to do the assigned
readings, and to come to class prepared to discuss the materials. The date of
quizzes will be announced in class before they are due.
4. Two in-class Exams (20% + 40%)
a.
The Mid-term Exam: consists of a short-answer section and essay questions.
The exam will cover the first half of the course. Students will be expected to
write clear and coherent essays.
b.

The Final Exam: consists of a short-answer section and essay questions. The
exam will primarily cover materials from the second half of the course, but will
test your overall understanding of the materials covered in the course.
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c.

A study guide with sample questions will be provided in advance of each
exam.

5. One Term Paper (20%)
a.
Students will be required to write a short term paper (7-8pp). The paper topic
and guideline is provided in class and attached below in Appendix B. It is also
posted in the Assignment in the Black Board.
b.

c.
d.

The paper due is Monday, December 4, 2017. A hard copy must be submitted
to the instructor in class after posted in the Safe Assign section on
Blackboard.
The paper must be typewritten (12 font), double-spaced, and properly footnoted.
Your paper is evaluated according to the assessment rubric attached below in
Appendix C.

Grade Distribution:
1. Class attendance (10%)
2. Quizzes (10%)
3. Exams (20%+40%)
4. Term paper (20%)
Final course grades will be translated into the letter grades as follows:
A: 93-100% A-: 90-92.9% B+: 87-89.9% B: 83-86.9% B-: 80-82.9%
C+: 77-79.9% C: 73-76.9% C-: 70-72.9% D+: 67-69.9% D: 63-66.9%
D-: 60-62.9% F: 0-59.9%
Course Rules and Penalties:
1) Late submission will result in grade reduction for a 1/3 the letter grade per day (e.g.,
“A” will be lowered to “A-” if submission is a day late). No paper will be accepted that
is more than one week late.
2) Plagiarism Policy: According to the NIU Undergraduate Catalogue “Students are
guilty of plagiarism, intentional or not, if they copy material from books, magazines, or
other sources without identifying and acknowledging them. Students guilty of, or
assisting others in, either cheating or plagiarism on an assignment, quiz, or examination
may receive a grade of F for the course involved and may be suspended or dismissed
from the university.” In short, all ideas that are not your own or are well-known must be
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footnoted. A general rule is that if the information cannot be found in three or more
commonly available sources it should be footnoted. All direct quotations must be placed
in quotation marks. If you are unsure as to what should be footnoted either play it safe
and footnote, or ask for assistance. Failure to adhere to the University’s plagiarism
policy will result in punishments ranging from a failed course grade to suspension and
even expulsion, depending on the egregiousness of the infraction.
3) Make-up assignments (exams, quizzes):
a) A make-up exam is permitted only under a justifiable circumstance. If you have to
miss an exam on a given due date, you will have to request permission from the
instructor to make up the missed exam on an alternative date at the department.
Submit a supporting document to seek permission in order to make an arrangement
with the instructor. You have to make an arrangement no later than one week after a
due date.
b) In case of you have to miss a quiz, students should contact TA or the instructor to
seek permission to make up the missed quiz. Otherwise, the same rule with the
exams applies.
4) Basic Classroom Rules:
a) TURN OFF all your electronic devices unnecessary to participate in class (e.g,
smartphones, iPad, cell phones)
b) NO crossword/sudoku, or any other game or activity is permitted.
c) Students are NOT permitted to leave the classroom without prior permission.
d) RESPECT the instructor and other people: NO chatting is permitted when other
people are talking. Students are expected to express their views in a civil manner
and respect other people’s views.
e) Students are asked to leave the class if their behaviors are deemed inappropriate
and/or destructive to other people. You will also lose an attendance point (see
Course Requirement 1.c).
f) Under any reasonable circumstances, the instructor retains full discretion to advise
whether students could stay in the course.
g) See Appendix A “Classroom Decorum” for further information.
Useful Resources and Links:
If you wish to know more about countries and events relevant to the course and your
assignments, the following sources are useful:
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CIA The World FactBook <https://www.cia.gov/library/public.ations/the-world-factbook/>
“Fractured Lands: How the Arab World Came Apart” NYTimes.com
<http://nyti.ms/2bkr6x4>
The Economist < http://www.economist.com/>
The New York Times <http://www.nytimes.com/>
BBC News – World <http://www.bbc.com/news/world/>
Course Outline:
1. Concepts and Issues: What is Political Islam?
**There is no class on 08/30/17 – Instructor attending a conference**
a. How does Islamism/political Islam differ from Islam?
b. Is politicized religion unique in Islam?
c. Is religious fundamentalism always radical or violent?
Required Readings:
Bayat, Asef. 2007. Islam and Democracy: What is the Real Question? Amsterdam:
Amsterdam University Press: 5-25 (available on NIU e-library).
Masoud, Tarek. 2008. Islamist Parties: Are They Democrats? Does It Matter? Journal of
Democracy 19 (3):19-24.
Recommended Readings:
Roy, Olivier. 2004. Globalized Islam: The search for a new ummah. Columbia University
Press: chap.1 (1-57).
“New York Drops Unit That Spied on Muslims,” New York Times, April 14, 2014.
2. Approaches to Political Islam: Origin and Expansion
** 09/04 Labor Day Holiday – NO CLASS
a. Under what conditions does political Islam/Islamic activism emerge, thrive
and/or fail?
b. What are the ideological foundations and origins of political Islam?
Required Readings:
Kepel, chaps.1-2.
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Recommended Readings:
Keddie, Nikki R. 1998. The New Religious Politics: Where, When, and Why Do
“Fundamentalisms” Appear? Comparative Studies in Society and History 40
(04):696-723.
Tessler, Mark. 1997. The Origins of Popular Support for Islamist Movements. In Islam,
Democracy, and the State in North Africa. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
Wiktorowicz, Quintan, ed. 2004. Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press: Introduction.
3. Popular Islam: Islamic Fundamentalism and Islamic Activism
a. Why do Muslims resort to religion to express their grievances?
b. Cases: Egypt, Indonesia and Malaysia
c. Film: Ayatollah Khomeini “Holy Terror”
Required readings:
Kepel, chaps.3-4.
Recommended Readings:
Camroux, David. 1996. State Responses to Islamic Resurgence in Malaysia:
Accommodation, Co-Option, and Confrontation. Asian Survey 36 (9):852-868.
Liddle, William R. "The Islamic Turn in Indonesia: A Political Explanation." Journal of
Asian Studies 55, no. 3 (1996): 613-34.
Nasr, Seyyed Vali Reza. 1993. Islamic Opposition to the Islamic State: The Jama'at-i Islami,
1977-1988. International Journal of Middle East Studies 25 (2):261-83.
Tessler, Mark. 2003. Democratic Concern and Islamic Resurgence: Converging
Dimensions of the Arab World's Political Agenda. In Democracy and Its Limits:
Lessons from Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East, edited by H. Handelman
and M. Tessler. Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press.
4. Political Islam and State: Various State-Religion Relations
a. Cases: Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey
Required Readings:
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Bayat, Asef 1998. Revolution without Movement, Movement without Revolution:
Comparing Islamic Activism in Iran and Egypt. Comparative Studies in Society and
History 40 (01):136-169.
Kepel, chap.5.
Recommended Readings:
Bligh, Alexander. 1985. The Saudi Religious Elite (Ulama) as Participant in the Political
System of the Kingdom. International Journal of Middle East Studies 17 (1):37-50.
Cottam, Richard. 1989. Inside Revolutionary Iran. Middle East Journal 43 (2):168-185.
Fairbanks, Stephen C. 1998. Theocracy versus Democracy: Iran Considers Political Parties.
Middle East Journal 52 (1):17-31.
Kepel, chap.15.
Keshavarzian, Arang. 2005. Elite Fragmentation in Iran: Contestation without Democracy.
In Authoritarianism in the Middle East, edited by M. Pripstein Posusney. Boulder
Lynne Rienner.
Kuru, Ahmet T, and Alfred Stepan. 2012. Laïcité as an "Ideal Type" and Continuum:
Comparing Thurkey, France, and Senegal. In Democracy, Islam, and Secularim in
Turkey, edited by A. T. Kuru and A. Stepan. New York: Columbia University Press.

5. Democracy and Religion 1: Cultural Claims and Critiques
a. Is Islam and Democracy compatible?
b. Does Islam facilitate authoritarianism?
Required Readings:
Huntington, Samuel P. 1993. The Clash of Civilizations? Foreign Affairs: 22-49.
Tessler, Mark. 2003. Democratic Concern and Islamic Resurgence: Converging
Dimensions of the Arab World's Political Agenda. In Democracy and Its Limits:
Lessons from Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East, edited by H. Handelman
and M. Tessler. Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press.
Recommended Readings:
Huntington, Samuel P. 1984. Will More Countries Become Democratic? Political Science
Quarterly 99 (2):193-218.
Tibi, Bassam. 2008. Islamist Parties: Why They Can't Be Democratic. Journal of
Democracy 19 (3):43-48.
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Zakaria, Fareed. The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad. New
York W.W. Norton & Company, 2004: chap.4 (The Islamic Exception).
6. Democracy and Religion 2: Muslim Democracies
a. How does political Islam facilitate democratization?
b. Under what conditions does Islamist gain power in a Muslim-majority
democracy?
c. Cases: Indonesia and Turkey
Required readings:
Kepel, chap.15.
Mujani, Saiful, and William R. Liddle. "Muslim Indonesia's Secular Democracy." Asian
Survey 49, no. 4 (2009): 575-90.
Recommended Readings:
Baswedan, Anies Rasyid. 2004. Political Islam in Indonesia: Present and Future Trajectory.
Asian Survey 44 (5):669-90.
Hefner, Robert W. 2000. Civil Islam: Muslims and Democratization in Indonesia.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Jamal, Amaney A, and Mark A Tessler. 2008. Attitudes in the Arab world. Journal of
Democracy 19 (1):97-110.
Künkler, Mirjam, and Julia Leininger. 2009. The multi-faceted role of religious actors in
democratization processes: empirical evidence from five young democracies.
Democratization 16 (6):1058-1092.
Kuru, Ahmet T, and Alfred Stepan, eds. 2012. Democracy, Islam, and secularism in Turkey.
New York: Columbia University Press.
Mecham, Quinn. 2004. From the Ashes of Virtue, a Promise of Light: The Transformation
of Political Islam in Turkey. Third World Quarterly 25 (2):339-58.
Nasr, Vali. "The Rise of Muslim Democracy." Journal of Democracy 16, no. 2 (2005):
13-27.
7. Mid-Term Exam Review (Week 7-1)/Mid-Term Exam (Week 7-2)
8. Political Islam and Party Politics: Religious Parties and Elections
a. Under what conditions do religious parties win elections?
b. Do religious voters always vote for religious parties?
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c. Cases: Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia
Required Readings:
Hamayotsu, Kikue. 2011. Political Rise of the Prosperous Justice Party in
Post-Authoritarian Indonesia: Examining the Political Economy of Islamist
Mobilization in a Muslim Democracy. Asian Survey 51 (5):971-92.
Kurzman, Charles, and Ijlal Naqvi. 2010. Do Muslims Vote Islamic? Journal of Democracy
21 (2):50-63.
Recommended Readings:
Langohr, Vickie. 2001. Of Islamists and Ballot Boxes: Rethinking the Relationship
between Islamists and Electoral Politics. International Journal of Middle East
Studies (33):591-610.
Tibi, Bassam. 2008. Islamist Parties: Why They Can't Be Democratic. Journal of
Democracy 19 (3):43-48.
Weiss, Meredith L. 2010. Southeast Asia's Muslim Majority Democracies: Elections and
Islamism outside the MENA Region. Taiwan Journal of Democracy 6 (1):81-106.
9. The Arab Spring: Challenges of Democratic Transitions in the Arab World
a. What were the roles of political Islam in the mass uprisings against Muslim
autocrats?
b. Why has political Islam succeeded in the process of democratic transition in
some states but failed in others?
c. Cases: Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia
d. Invited Lecture
Required Readings:
Brownlee, Jason, Tarek Masoud, and Andrew Reynolds. 2013. Why the Modest Harvest?
Journal of Democracy 24 (4):29-44.
“Politics in the Middle East: The Arab Winter,” The Economist, January 9, 2016.
Recommended Readings:
Brownlee, Jason. 2010. The Muslim Brothers: Egypt’s Most Influential Pressure Group.
History Compass 8 (5):419-430.
Masood, Tarek. 2011. Liberty, Democracy, and Discord in Egypt. The Washington
Quarterly 34 (4):117-129.
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Stepan, Alfred, and Juan J Linz. 2013. Democratization Theory and the "Arab Spring".
Journal of Democracy 24 (2):15-30.
“Tracking the ‘Arab Spring’,” Journal of Democracy, 24 (4) (various articles on the Arab
Spring)
–
online
e-journal
access
available
via
NIU
library
http://www.ulib.niu.edu:2561/journals/journal_of_democracy/toc/jod.24.4.html.
10. Muslim Minorities in Secular Democracies (1): Western Europe
a. Why are some secular democracies able to accommodate Muslim minorities
peacefully while others are not to do so?
b. Where do the different approaches to Muslim minorities among European
democracies come from?
c. Cases: France and Britain
Required readings:
Kepel, chap.8.
“What Is It Asking For? To Be Something” New York Times Magazine, June 11, 2017.
Recommended Readings:
Body-Gendrot, Sophie. 2007. France Upside Down over a Head Scarf? Sociology of
Religion 68 (3):289-304.
Davie, Grace. 2007. Pluralism, Tolerance, and Democracy: Theory and Practice in Europe.
In Democracy and the New Religious Pluralism, edited by T. Banchoff. Oxford:
Oxford University Press: chap.11.
Fetzer, Joel S., and J. Christopher Soper. 2005. Muslims and the State in Britain, France,
and Germany, Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion, and Politics.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Jamal, Amaney. 2005. The Political Participation and Engagement of Muslim Americans
Mosque Involvement and Group Consciousness. American Politics Research 33
(4):521-544.
Hervieu-Léger, Danièle. 2007. Islam and the Republic: The French Case. In Democracy
and the New Religious Pluralism, edited by T. Banchoff. Oxford: Oxford University
Press: chap.10.
YouTube, Coca Cola Commercial – “Beautiful America” at the Super Bowl 2014
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=443Vy3I0gJs
11. Religious Minorities in Muslim-Majority States: Bangladesh and Indonesia
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Required readings:
Hefner, Robert W. 2011. Human Rights and Democracy in Islam: The Indonesian Case in
Global Perspective. In Religion and the Global Politics of Human Rights, edited by
T. Banchoff and R. Wuthnow. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Riaz, Ali. 2004. God Willing: The Politics of Islamism in Bangladesh. Lanham: Rowman &
Littlefield, chap.2 (“Persecuted Minorities and the “Enemy Within”).
Recommended Readings:
Hefner, Robert W. 2001. Public Islam and the Problem of Democratization. Sociology of
Religion 62 (4):491-514.
Modood, Tariq. 1998. Anti-Essentialism, Multiculturalism and the ‘Recognition’ of
Religious Groups. Journal of Political Philosophy 6:378-399.
12. Religious Radicalism and Violence: Egypt, Indonesia and Taliban’s Afghanistan
a. Jihadism
b. Radical Islam
Required readings:
Fealy, Greg. 2003. Hating Americans: Jemaah Islamiyah and the Bali Bombings. IIAS
Newsletter, 3-4 <http://iias.nl/iiasn/31/IIASN31_03.pdf>.
Kepel, chaps.12-13.
“Terrorist or Disturbed Loner? Contentious Politics of a Label” The New York Times, June
19, 2017
<https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/world/europe/politics-terrorist-label.html?m
cubz=3&_r=0/>.
Recommended Readings:
Bruinessen, Martin van. 2002. Genealogies of Islamic radicalism in post-Suharto Indonesia.
South East Asia Research 10 (2):117-54.
Hafez, Mohammed M. 2003. Why Muslim Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic
World. Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
Kepel, chap.6, 9, 11.
Sidel, John T. 2003. Other Schools, Other Pilgrimages, Other Dreams: The Making and
Unmaking of Jihad in Southeast Asia. In Southeast Asia over Three Generations:
Essays Presented to Benedict R. O'G. Anderson, edited by J. T. Siegel and A. R.
Kahin. Ithaca: Southeast Asian Program, Cornell University.
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Sidel, John T. 2006. Riots, Pogroms, Jihad: Religious Violence in Indonesia. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press: especially chap.7.
Sidel, John T. 2007. The Islamist Threat in Southeast Asia: A Reassessment. Washington
D.C.: East-West Center Washington.
Wiktorowicz, Quintan. 2001. The New Global Threat: Transnational Salafis and Jihad.
Middle East Policy 8 (4):18-38.
13. Thanksgiving Holidays
14. Islam and Human Rights: Religious Laws, Gender and Sexuality
a. Cases: Malaysia, Turkey
Required readings:
“Banning the burqa in Europe” “Women and Veil” (series), The Economist, May 13, 2010.
Anwar, Zainah. 2001. Sisters in Islam and the Struggle for Women's Rights. In The Politics
of Multiculturalism: Pluralism and citizenship in Malaysia, Singapore, and
Indonesia. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press: 227-52.
“Wielding Whip and a Hard New Law, Nigeria Tries to ‘Sanitize’ Itself of Gays,” The New
York Times, February 8, 2014.
Recommended Readings:
“Arizona Governor Vetoes Bill on Refusal of Service to Gays,” New York Times, February
26,
2014
<http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/27/us/Brewer-arizona-gay-service-bill.html?emc
=edit_na_20140226&_r=0>.
Moustafa, Tamir. 2013. Islamic Law, Women's Rights, and Popular Legal Consciousness in
Malaysia. Law & Social Inquiry 38 (1):168-188.
Sezgin, Yüksel 2012. Triangulating Reform in Family Law: The State, Religion, and
Women's Rights in Comparative Perspective. In Self-determination and Women's
Rights in Muslim Societies, edited by C. Raghavan and J. P. Levine. Lebanon, NH:
Brandeis University Press: 243-72.
15. Review and Reflection
** December 4 – Term Paper Due**
16. Final Exam (December 11)
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In class

* The final exam is strictly administered according to the University’s final exam policy.
No unjustifiable exception is allowed. Please check the university website
(http://www.niu.edu/regrec/dates/finalexam.shtml) for the final exam date and relevant
policy.
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Appendix A: Tips for Doing Well in this Class
1. Do the readings AND come to class. Lectures will refer to the assigned readings but they
will not summarize them and they are not an adequate substitute. Likewise, lectures will
cover material that is not in the readings, and that may appear on the exams.
2. Read critically. As you read, note questions that you would like to raise in lecture or
section, and think critically about the author's evidence and arguments.
3. Think comparatively. Ask yourself how the particular case you are reading about
compares with similar developments in other countries, regions, or periods.
4. Participate actively in discussion sections and in lecture. Take notes on lectures, and be
engaged in the question and discussion periods that will be held during the final minutes of
class.
5. Keep up with current events. If you do not already do so, read the international pages of
at least one major national / international paper every day. Examples include The New York
Times, The Chicago Tribune, The Washington Post, The Financial Times, and The Wall
Street Journal. Think about how contemporary events relate to the themes and cases studied
in class.
6. Know the locations of the countries and regions we cover. Geography is critically
important for understanding a nation's historical development and importantly influences
national security interests and many other areas of political life. If a name of a country is
mentioned that you can't pinpoint on a map (a vague sense of where it is located is
insufficient!), locate it on a map. Also note what its neighboring countries and regions are.
Maps of the countries and regions of the world we will cover can be found in the Essentials
of Comparative Politics text.
7. Follow up on topics you find particularly interesting by reading beyond the assigned
texts. Look for hints of where to find additional materials by looking at footnotes and
references in the readings or by asking your T.A. or me for suggested additional readings.
8. Take advantage of office hours. The T.A.s and I are here to help if you're having trouble
understanding concepts or if you are simply interested in further discussing topics covered
- 16 -

POLS 378 POLITICAL ISLAM (updated on 08/27/17)
in class (see #7 above).
Other Important Information
Academic Dishonesty
Regarding plagiarism, the NIU Undergraduate Catalog states: "Students are guilty of
plagiarism, intentional or not, if they copy material from books, magazines, or other
sources without identifying and acknowledging them. Students guilty of, or assisting others
in, either cheating or plagiarism on an assignment, quiz, or examination may receive a
grade of F for the course involved and may be suspended or dismissed from the university."
The above statement encompasses a paper written in whole or in part by another; a paper
copied word-for-word or with only minor changes from another source; a paper copied in
part from one or more sources without proper identification and acknowledgment of the
sources; a paper that is merely a paraphrase of one or more sources, using ideas and/or
logic without credit even though the actual words may be changed; and a paper that quotes,
summarizes or paraphrases, or cuts and pastes words, phrases, or images from an Internet
source without identification and the address of the web site.
Statement Concerning Students with Disabilities
Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, NIU is committed to making reasonable
accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. Those students with disabilities
that may have some impact on their coursework and for which they may require
accommodations should notify the Disabilities Resource Center on the fourth floor of the
Health Services Building. The Disabilities Resource Center will assist students in making
appropriate accommodations with course instructors. It is important that the Disabilities
Resource Center and instructors be informed of any disability-related needs during the first
two weeks of the semester. The Disability Resource Center is located in the 4th floor of the
Health Services Building, and can be reached at 815-753-1303 [v], 815-753-3000 [TTY] or
email at drc@niu.edu.
Department of Political Science Web Site
Undergraduates are strongly encouraged to consult the Department of Political Science web
site on a regular basis. This up-to-date, central source of information will assist students in
contacting faculty and staff, reviewing course requirements and syllabi, exploring graduate
study, research career options, tracking department events, and accessing important details
related to undergraduate programs and activities. To reach the site, go to
http://polisci.niu.edu
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Undergraduate Writing Awards
The Department of Political Science recognizes, on an annual basis, outstanding
undergraduate papers written in conjunction with 300-400 level political science courses or
directed studies, such as independent studies or honors theses. Winners are expected to
attend the Department’s spring graduation ceremony where they will receive a certificate
and a check for $50.00. No more than two papers may be submitted by a student. There is
no requirement as to the length of papers submitted for the award. Often the Department
awards prizes for both an outstanding short paper and an outstanding long paper. The
number and types of award is dependent upon the papers submitted for consideration in any
given year. Authors do not have to be political science majors or have a particular class
standing. Only papers written in the previous calendar year are considered for the award.
However, papers completed in the current spring semester are eligible for the following
year’s competition even if the student has graduated. Papers can be submitted by students
or faculty and must be supplied in triplicate to the undergraduate secretary. All copies must
have two cover pages – one with the student’s name and one without the student’s
name. Papers are not to be stapled or bound. Instead, please use paper clips. Papers are
generally due in March and notice of call for papers and submission deadlines will be
published in the department e-announcements. You may also contact the department for
information at 753-1015.
Classroom Decorum
Students are to arrive at class on time. Two tardy arrivals are equivalent to one class
absence. Students are to remain for the entire session unless excused by the professor
beforehand or confronted with a serious personal emergency. For instance, it is not
acceptable to students to walk in and out of class to answer cell phones, take casual
bathroom and smoking breaks, or attend to other personal matters. Cell phones, pagers, or
any electronic devices that make noise must be turned off during class unless the instructor
has been notified beforehand of a special circumstance (e.g., sick family member, pregnant
wife, special childcare situation, etc.). No one should talk while someone else is talking;
this includes comments meant for a classmate rather than the entire group. What may seem
like a whisper or a harmless remark to one person can be a distraction to someone else,
particularly in a small room. Overall, classroom dialogue and behavior should always be
courteous, respectful of others, and consistent with the expectations set forth by the
university.
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Appendix B: Term Paper Guideline
Choose a particular Islamist organization/movement and discuss the evolution, success
and/or failure of the organization. In writing an essay, please consider the following
questions/aspects:





Why did it emerge, when and where it did?
Its goals and tactic over time.
Analyze how state strategies and/or policies have affected its goals and tactics.
Whether and why it has (or has not) competed successfully in elections.

Writing Guideline:


The paper should be 7-8 pages in length. No papers shorter or longer than this page
limit will be accepted.



Hand in a hard copy to the instructor in class before the deadline. A soft copy is
acceptable only under an extraordinary circumstance with prior permission from the
instructor.




Post your essay in the Safe Assign section on Blackboard before submission.
The paper must be typed in 12 font, double-spaced, and properly cited.



Refer also to the reading guideline in the course syllabus.
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Appendix C: Assessment Standards for Term Paper and Writing Assignments
A: The argument is clearly articulated and logically developed, using relevant evidence.
The research is of high quality, cleverly ordered to support the argument with an original
and creative synthesis of materials and displaying understanding of wider issues. The
presentation is of high standard.
B: The argument is well proposed but the structure is not fully developed. The research is
quite extensive but sources are not fully utilized which limits the ability to be creative and
deal with a full range of issues. The presentation is solid but can be improved.
C: The argument is satisfactory, with some limitations, but the structure is not well thought
out. The research used is just adequate, but insufficient to fully develop the argument or
display much originality. The presentation is adequate but could be improved.
D: While the essay displays a basic understanding of the subject, the argument lacks
coherence and logical development. The research is basic and the use of evidence does not
sufficiently support the argument nor display originally or understanding of wider issues.
The presentation is not of sufficient standard.
F: The presentation is well below acceptable standard. The essay is incoherent with glaring
misunderstandings.
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